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and Sub-Divisional officers with criminal appellate powers.
Romesh Dutt was of the view that this would endanger ad-
ministration of justice and shake the confidence of the
people in the judicial system.

Ill

In the spring of 1908 Romesh Dutt made his last jour-
ney to England. He accompanied the Decentralisation
Commission which proceeded to London to write its Report
a,nd wind up its affairs. The work of the Commission kept
him busy for the first few months, but he had other inte-
rests to pursue. Even while in India, he had started a
correspondence with Lord Morley trying to persuade him
to offer a measure of representative Government to India
which would pacify at least the moderate elements in the
country, and thus deprive the "extremists" of their raison
d'etre. As a leader who all his life had believed and follow-
ed not only peaceful and constitutional methods, but
methods of persuasion rather than of defiance, Romesh Dutt
along with the men of his generation was alarmed at the
growing estrangement of the people of India from the Go-
vernment of the country, and at the increasing trend to-
wards defiant action not unmixed at that initial period of
India's struggle for freedom with outbursts of terrorism
and violence. In a letter which he wrote from India to
Lord Morley in January 1908, he referred to the Partition
of Bengal and said : "For one thing, the Partition has
strengthened the hands of the extremists all over India, and
is a god-send to them. The despair of influencing adminis-
tration by persuasion and reason drove thousands of men
to the camp of unreason, until a few feather-brained talkers
grew to be a formidable party."

For the best part of his life Romesh Dutt had served
the British Empire in India which he genuinely believed, as